Refurbishing rooms in their farmer Church of Scotland home in Killearn has
been an ongoing process fo fer the past 35years

Viards HeatherMacleod Phoiographs Robert Perry
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IVEM THAT " el have
lived in their Killearn home for 35 years,
- they could be forgiven for regarding their
living space as a comfy pair of slippers.
Dut'l?r.‘dl hasrefurbished various rmomsin the for-
mer meanseon aregular hasis, and for the past 12 years
has enlisted the help of interior designer, Margot
Patan, owner of Chelsea McLaine in Bearsden “When
we first moved in, the kitchen wasdivided intothree
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moms, =0 we knocked through and created afamily
moom and sizeahle kitchen, while upstairs we turned
three rooms into the master bedroom with en suite
and dressing room,” says Trish.

Now retired, with three grown-up children, the cou-
ple first came across the former Church of Scotland
manse when they moved to the area and attended a
Christmas fiimet ion at the detach ed hlonde sandstone
property, with Sandy saying be'd like to live there. St
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maonths later his wish was granted when the house
came up for zale.

Built in 1540, the manse became a private home at
the begimming of the last century, but a date stone on
one of the putbuildings iz inscribed 1671, and Trish
says the owerpart of the house was budlt in 1815. The
Mst-century layout takes in a dining-mom, drawing-
room, =tting-room, with substantial kitchen,
living/dining-room all on the ground floor, three -



i

bedroomsupstairs, and astudy and bedroom on
the top level.

When theymoved in they got a bitof a shodk. “We
couldn’t even fit our table in the kitchen, so0 we
immediately started thinking about knocking down
walks, and with a property of this vintage, it's heena
case of lavishing lots of TLC om it for the past four
decades” zays Trish.

“We first got in touch with Margot around 12 years
ago when Chelzea MeLaine had just opened. We
neaded new curtains, and with such substantisl win-
dows, 1 didn’t want to make any oostly mistakes.

“After all these years, Margot really knows my
style, but =til] encourages me to try out new ideas™

Three years ago, Trizh invited Margot and her
team to alter and upgrade the manse’ network of
bathrooms, and add a more contemp orary edge to the
traditional reception hall. They dispensed with Artex
walls and ceilings, replastered, then introduced a nen-
tral colour palette, injecting colour and modernity
with rugs and accessories.

“The hall iz a delightful space, with a curved wal
on the staiz” sayz Margot, “and we created more
space hy incorporating what had been the parish-
ioners’ waiting mom.

“We were delighted when Trish asked us to refur-
hish her kitchen, sitting and dining-room at the
beginning of this vear. There was no set brief as after
12years, you pretty much know the sort of thing they
am going to like. It was astmightforward process, as
the Dalkiels are delightful people to work with and
always receptive to ideas”

COriginally a cottage joined on to the manse, the
kitchen and living-room area, which the Dalziels
had knocked throwgh 35 years ago, lacked warmth and
light Margot addressed this by installing under-
floor heatingunder the kitchen tiles and carpeting the
hardwood floor in the living area

“When we refurbished the kitchen last January, I
told Margot 1 wantad a modern bright rosm” says
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Trish, “and the sitting area needed warmedup as it
iz all outzide wallzs. T also wanted more storage space
in the kitchen. I had been mulling over it for tan years,
looking at magazines for inspiration.

“Teventually decided that | wanted white cabinetry
snd a larger, sleeker Aga to replace the classic green
made]. Now 1 just love my kitchen™

‘With ahlack and chmme Aga, and white high-gloss
cahinetry in Parapan, which comes with adurahle fin-
ish and is used in-store by Chanel, the kitchen is a sym-
phony of streamlined ingemity Work surfaces come
in adeft combination of Zodiag, with solid walnut on
the wall-hung cabinetry.

A halfheight wall, crafted by Chelsea MeLaine'scah-
inet makers, delineates the space between the kite hen
and sitting area as well as concealing kit such asthe
laptop maodem and sound system, while incorporat-
ing a small work desk.

Out went the unsightly fireplace inthe living area,
to make way for a wall-hung flueless ¥-fire from
Acquizitionz, while the Gechio Italian lighting system
can be programmed to pre-set ambient moods.

Theniche dining zone demanded a custom-made
tahle to fit the space, with upholstered dining chairs
in green and taupe velvet from Zoffamy. Margot and
Trish agree that the bespoke light above the dining
tahle was & particular extravagance which more than
Jjustifies the expenze.
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This page. chockwise from top lefizthe new
enirance hallway: a beauiifully designed
bathmom; sitting-roont the formal dining-
roam. Opposiie page framtoge Trish beside
the fineless ¥-fire in the stting-romsm; one
f fheen-sfie bedwm ams upstairs.
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As for furniture, Trish helievezyou can inject a tra-
ditional home with contem porary element=if you opt
for well-crafted plecez. The sitting-room sofa iz
upholstered in Nohilis fabric, while the wallpaper iz
by Elitist.

“In the other rooms, particularly the drawing-
mom much of the furniture is from my parent's
home, as I'm to0 sentimental to give them away -
thingslike cahinet s and oaktables which complement
the Adam fireplace, but with madem sofsz providing
acontrast,” saye Trish.

“The formal dining-mom has a large bay window
with avhergine striped wallpaper and curtainz in
heavy silk, and I found the dining tahle in an Edin-

burgh sntique shop It was originally a baker's tahle

which had been painted cream, sol had it dipped. It’s
not a grand tahle but I love it™

Upstairs, it is a mix of eras in the split-level
master en-suite hedroom, which alse incorporates a
sizeahle dresingroom. The antique wonden chairis
yet another family heirloom, reupholstered by
Margot and re-covered in a rich embossed fabricin
araspherry shade. Two on-trend purple rugs, and silk
window treatments with extravagant finges, soften
therich tonez of the original pine floorhboards.

‘With eight grand-children, Trish says the houseis
rarely empty, slthough everyone tends to congregate
in the kitchen
Chelsea Mrlaine, 157 Milngewie Road Bearsden (la sgow
(0141942 2833, www.che Eeamclaine.co.uk)
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