


Open House

‘When the couple moved into the two-bedroom
duplex apartment in the refurbished former tel-
ephone exchange, it came with the developer’s
layout of an expansive open living/kitchen/din-
ing space overlooked by a sizeable mezzanine
family room.

Although they were not living in the apart-
ment full-time, the Murrays set about replacing
doors and skirtings with Canadian oak, while
the cumbersome mezzanine stairease made way
for custom-built wooden steps with glass panels
to reinforee the flow of space and light.

Now that this is their permanent home and
their three children have flown the nest, the
Murrays have the opportunity to gather their
favourite possessions under one roof.

While the house is composed of intermathon-
al design choices with pieces from Singapore,
Thalland and Cambodia, not to mention locally
sourced items from The Nancy Smillie Shop and
John Lewis, Marie has ensured the space retains
a balaneed, uncluttered look.

The living and dining areas are mainly fur-
nished with pieces designed by Marie and
hendmade by craftsmen in the Philippines. The
Chinese-style coffee table is carved from narra
woid as are the cabinets and dining table. A
carved seat upholstered with regal purple cush-
ions creates a casual seating area in the living
room, although its original purpose was for trav-
elling in comfort atop an elephant.

Although the upstairs mezzanine living room
is a relaxed space for sofa lounging and watch-
ing TV or reading, pleces such as tiny 19th cen-
tury slippers for bound feet, bridal hair decora-
tions from Hong Kong and an antique opium
pipe reflect the mystique and beauty of their
PrOVenance.

Throughout the apartment are rugs from
Singapore, Thai and Chinese wedding baskets
(portable bottom drawers) and a Chinese water
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the living room’ redeios ball
are antique
Emperor and
Empress chairs, turning it into a regal but wel-
coming space infused with the gentle fragrance
of seented candles and aromatic ofls.

The Murray’s itinerant lifestyle has resulted
in the couple adopting particular customs al-
most by osmosis, “We learned to take Feng Shui
serjously as all the people we met were follow-
erg, things like the use of glass and mirrors and
eliminating sharp comers; even our office had a
Feng Shui master brought in,” says Michael. »»

Left: the view from the mezzanine of the living area,
with its Chinese style coffes table carved from narra
wood. Top left: the new mezzanine level
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Open House

- When the Murrays moved into their flat
full-time, they didn't reguire the services of a
Feng Shui master to organise the space, instead,
they popped into their interior designer neigh-
bour Margot Paton’s apartment for inspiration.

“Ag Margot had ereated an en suite and mesz-
zanine dressing room from dead space in the
main bedroom, we realised that we could prob-
ably reconfigure our apartment along similar
lines," say= Marie.

“We commissioned Margot's team at Chel-
sea McLaine to design and build an additional
mezzanine area ahove our bedroom to provide
a study and dressing room in the dead space
above, with an en suite bathroom tucked un-
derneath.

“When Margot brought in the builders, we
were unsure about what they would find given
the apartment has s0 many supporting walls
and pillars. While they stripped this upper area
back to a shell, we de-camped into the adjacent
spare room. The work took four months from
May to August, and it was fascinating to watch
this new space taking shape”

The study and dressing room are accessed
by a floating stair with oak treads and glass
balustrade. White frosted glass wardrobes and
handmade storage and shelving, along with
concealed LED lighting designed to work with
the constraints of the reduced ceiling heights,
ensure the study is airy and open,
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Downstairs, to prevent the en suite looking
like a box in the corner of the bedroom, the de-
signers used glazed partition walls with sliding
doors, With a larger bathroom to manoeuvre in,
the Murrays could install a bigger shower, as
well as incorporating Utopia walnut wall-hung
cabinetry.

One of the things that Marie is particularly
pleased with is the oversized pendant light in
mink silk from Heathfield & Co, which unites
the space between bedroom and mezzanine.

‘With the headboard eovered in Larsen Whar-
ton fabric, and a feature wall of Zoffany Mosaic
wallpaper, the reimagined space comes with the
cachet of an international hotel suite.

After a lifetime of travelling, do the Mur-
rays ever get itchy feet? While both agree that
they have been too busy settling back into their
home, Marie admits she’s started looking out
the suiteases again, but insists that future trav-
els will be all about relaxing breaks rather than
house moves, as the couple now have a home
that embraces the world while standing square-
1y in Glasgow. #

Chelsea McLaine, 157 Milngavie Road, Glasgow
(0141542 2833, www.chelseasnmclaine. couuk)

Clockwise from opposite: view of
the living area with the custom-built
wood and glass staircase; Maria
Murray; the master bedroom; the
en-suite has glazed pariition walls
and sliding doors; dining and kitchen
area; the new floating staircase
leads to a study area and dressing

room; the family bathroom
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